THE DEATH OF THE MONARCHY
such important members of the new oligarchy was the signal for
all that was to follow. Just as the wavering of the judges
between the rich and Charles I had been a sign that the House
of Commons was then winning against the monarchy, so the
wavering of the judges now showed that the last remnant of
kingly power was in danger.
The four revolutionary judges were removed, and a test case
was tried: Sir Edward Hales was a colonel in the Army—could
he remain in that office without publicly and solemnly denying
the Real Presence of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament and
accepting Protestant Communion, the essence of the Test
Act? The Lord Chief Justice, Herbert, the most respected
figure on the Bench, held that he could remain an officer without
apostasy, as the King had given special dispensation. But he
urged the gravity of the case and called in all his colleagues.
All save one concurred.
The King's dispensary power in favour of toleration was thus
declared legal, and James could and did use it in strict con-
formity with law. But the law was unpopular, especially in
London and wherever the hatred of Catholicism was strong.
Compton, Bishop of London, suspended. Compton, a
member of the Reformation aristocracy, had been made Bishop
of London by James's special favour during his brother's reign.
Yet he had been specially prominent in attacking the King in
the House of Lords. Violent sermons were preached in London
inciting the Protestant majority to the hatred of the Catholics
in their midst. James, though the head of the Church, thought
that his position as a Catholic forbade him to interfere with the
discipline of the Church of England. He left it to an ecclesiastical
commission, all Protestant and Churchmen—the Primate (who
excused himself on the ground of age), the Bishops of Durham
and Rochester, three Lords of Council, and the Chief Justice
of Common Pleas. On September 6, 1686, they suspended
Compton.
James attempts to impose Toleration upon the Univer-
sities (1686 and early 1687). Meanwhile the universities,
essential parts and supports of the new aristocracy and of the
Church of England, were resolute against toleration. James
was as resolute in imposing that policy upon them. He main-
tained in their Fellowships Walker, die Master of University
College, Oxford, who had become Catholic, and three others,
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